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5 Nulla mihi, inguam, 
© Relinio + . | 
A. mh cum auld. enfirmior; unus 
| Mulior.am; ignosces— or. 


7 a metriculated, says _ Hixtori ian, 
as a Gentleman-commoner of Magdalen Cot- 
45 be ore I had accompli hed the hl if-, 
teenth year of my aget. He frankly con- 
feſſes es it was @ Singular and a detherate 
measure. Matriculations and admiſſions not 
less early have happened within the recol-, 
kection of the Author of this Vindication. 
Lothing however can excuse the impru- 

Bs, of Few boys 80 hastily into the 


1 
* 


more than common proportion of attain- 
ments, and a well- settled habit of applica 
tion. Without these requisites there is as 


3! 


cernment on. "their i part, united to 2 


little hope. « of a yo uth bei 
. e #06 ere 45 ol the 
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able to croſs the Atlantie in his bark, who 
puts to sea without ballast or lading, and 
bout kr ze of the Art of naviga- 
tion. If before he was poſſeſſed of any of 
these qualifications, Mr. Gibbon was launch- 

ed into the world, , ver y consequent im- 

221 5 ought | to be imputed to his 
die ds and to himself, and not to the 
Wa es "Which" Gew Beinen and wrecked 1 
him. Poſſelſed, as he Was, at best 0 f of 
ol. ght knowledge of 4 few odes of bene | #4 
and episodes of Virgil, a stranger to the, : 
beauties 'of the Latin, and ignorant even , 
of the r4diments of the Greek tongue, A "2 
reader merely of Pope's Homer and Dry: 1 
gen s Virgil, of the concite, terte, and Len. 
tentious |Phiedrus, or of the cope ious ' brevit US 
F Cornethie” Nepos— What could bis ill- 


2 1 ; 


j j ding parefit | expect from committing 80 
Shallow a "novice 15 the boisterous Klement 
of 4 public Vniversity? 10 fun ge a child 

80 ITY deficient i into a vast academ 

Where (ts 800 the Worst of * academical"nier2 . 

it) there could not. 1 1 Pen a Choirister of 


his 
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his own Fears 80 destitute 66 ub l les as” 
himself, was to expose hitn without haute 
of preservation' to the seduction of the idle 
and profligate, and to the contemipt“ of tlie 
better informed. The Father Who is weak * 
enough to send his child at s UnSeas0aa- | 
ble a period to a public seminary of young 
men of riper years, ought to ensure "his' 
good conduct, by the appointment of a pri 15 
Late Tutor or Superintendant, who $hould* 
fegulate his expences and his studies. Mr.“ 
Gibbon was manifestly, from his own ac- 
cotint," incapable of self. mauagement when? 
sent to the University, and if no male n: 
structor could have been found, he 55 
at least to have been followed by his Ar. 
and excellent Aunt." Could it be experted 
that one who Was, Speaking most str 1 55 
an fant at Foutided, should conduct him 
1 Wir even tolerable propr iety, where is 
dangers surrounded him? T6 p act 
a bo) sudllety in the sdelety oF n men, 
: to give him the mabagemefit of 6 purss 
ad *pursuits;" to taff hin C aff w C. 
| which 


7 


xch- was. larger than nieceſsary,. : 


trust him at the same time with the pow- 
er of commanding an indefinite latitude. f 
credit, were dangerous. experiments, the mis. 
| chievous, result of which might have been 
easily calculated. In fourteen months his 
academical career is finished, and 9 
us with a narrative, such as we might have. 
ex pected, truly vexatious to his friends — 
inglorious to himself. Instead of employing 
the key delivered to. him when admitted! ins 
to Magdalen College, by which he mi 
have enjoyed the use of a, numerpus and 
: learned Library, he scorns the ; ccupation 
of a Hlebeian student, evaddes his Tutor 8 
lectures under frivolous. pretences which he- 


denominates apologies, and elopes fern 


of bis academical existence, , et a» 
bout Jive months of vacation. which av | 
neceſlarily have. happened 3 in that pe 
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dixcove ver that in June 1 A. Sa libe | err 
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to hy cs oy Bucks, and four to Lon- 
don. That 1 ef these philosophical per- 
ambulations was of considerable duration, is 
manifest when he adds, 7. eloped from Or- 
ford, I returned to college, in a few days I 
cloped again, as if lad been an en 
dear: stranger in 4 hired lodging. Being 
s constantly absent upon some idle pre- 
tence or other which cannot now be recol- 
lerted, or perhaps without even the forma- 
lity of a pretence, and ne without 
the formality of permiſsion, how was it poſs 
sible that he should once has the voice of 
| atimonition, or once feel the hand of controul®. 
In a large college the absence of an indivi- 
dual, especially of Mr. Gibbon's dimensions, 
might not have been vitible, as he incor» 
rectly aſserts it must have been}. The Fel- 
| lows of Magdalen college are unacquainted 
with any miracle of philosophy, by which 
non- entity and: vacuum can be made dis- 
cernible. That his irregular behaviour,how- 
ever, was obcervt?, is manifest, and that it 
. | You ferent 18 as plain, when he informs d 
A. us 
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(Cl 62 )) 1 
us, that the Pn Wa very” readily.-em 9 
at the fourteen months end, am oppurwünityf 
ok. for ever shutting their gates against his: 
retumrt. Whatever. he may aſsert of the in- 
attention of his superiors, he. Has clearly pro- 
ved by recording this fact, that there was 
not that absolute want of restiaint and dis- 
cipline.. of which 4 he. acne compla ain 
eas, aan ul vil G08 FI 1 4 % 1 «4 
The. hole of. Mr. Gibbou's. residence 
inthe University was composed of those 
fa itervening days which fell between his 
dHſerent elopements. If wWe suppose he had 
Lauch enough to endure the. irkromeneſt - 
455 teres life folks a week at least in each 
als pose SEM: he allows 
e $5 A ee :ompoged. only of a 
few. days each) We shall perceive. that the 
whole of his actual residence in Oxford 
migh hatte been gi weeks, in nine months. 
But not to confe mne him too strictly Auto bis: 
own. wards, let us grant that he resided ir 
months. In gix mouilis time then was this Ju- 
venile and incorap potent ider. able to take: a 
. complete 


. vin 8 * 
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5 Mt; 7 1 
e Ave * the discipline of a um 


University which consists of frvc and twenty 


several societies. In 5:7 months was he able 
to e ecids: upon the merits and demerits of all 
its members, Tutors an l Prof:{ ors, at a 
time ket his own knowledge did not ex- 
+ farther than the Greek Alphabet, Phæ- 
Fables, Cornelius Nepos, a few. odes in 


OED and a few Episodes in Virgil. It 


will be needleſs to spend time in arguing 
that a youth so ignorant was not capable of 
22 just estimate of the proficiency of 
ompanions, nor even of the Choir- 

\ tex; cls el at his table; much leſs 
could he measure by his childish standard 
the abilities of ANG and Profeſsors. It is 
wonderful that in penning his opinions of 


our English University the Historian sh.uld 


not have recollected that they were the o- 
pinions of a boy, who by his own confeſsie n 
was not suffieiently improved to be able to 
judge of matters 80 important. T hough he 
might at his mat riculation have ue 
Sven! 4 Doctor with that heterogeneous mix- 

| ture 
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16 s 1 
ture of scraps » fond the a ee O00 of learn- 


zuing, which he had »accidentalhy picked op, 


| 


Wand which: he fondly: atiles -erivaztion; has he 
© git himself iffarmed.unithatuwith)odepeet*ro 
t the knowledge infueed: at/the:publicachdol 
s and the University, he was ina state of ig 
norance of vullich a ac lual: bon wund have 
been game d! At a more advanced period 
n of fe, and of Ji proven When in- 
troduced t some Joung men of of Christ 
Church, he formed a more favourable opitii- 
on, of 1 that society, of the u- 
es, and of the ability of its 

Being ieee eee na 
2: tera; of abs important | magnit d to 

Poise them int err oer ef juſt- 
ice, immoveable to the sine ws of a child, he 
g declared them not wanting. Had he extend 
ed his inveſtigations still farther before he 
wrote his Memoirs, had he sought for the 
whole truth and not sacraficed the small part 
of it thus acquired to the angry oonelusions 
of fifteen, he would in the end witho 


ee e culogium, a fe- 
AGES 1 e Wes I luctant 
, 1 
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en 
Juctant one perhaps, even on his own Col- 
lege. How much soever he may have labour- 
ed to injure that society in the eyes of his 


countrymen, it ought always to be remem- 
bered, that the diſeipline of that house, fee - 


ble as he represents it, was the immediate 


cause of his preſervation; His expulciou from 


gates of Magdalen College, was the oc- 
casion.of his being placed in a situation bet- 
ter suited to correct his extravagances and 
ſollies. It was Magdalen College which re- 
eee eee friends, as 
ety of the School than that 
— aced-him-under a: vigilant» prebep-d 


_ torabridgedhind] of the dangerous powers. 


whichhad hen οοittad [to him, and: 
the; management / of his purſuits and! 
his expences to a wiſer head. It wasi 


Magdalen: College wich compelled him tos 
change eln Aen. for a: ſnalk 
Aanhen iHlicontrivedcand ill-furniſhied, ban 
iſhed him. A time from his country 
eee e him fly ifromt 


mon the 


0 ) 


the ſtately edifices 'of Oxford to un old in. 
convenient tenememt in Lauſanne, in 'a #a#- 
row gloomy ſtreet the moſt wunfrequented of 
an unhandſome town. Whatever application, 
ſobriety, and literary deſert were conſe- 
quent, muſt be referred to this ſalutary 
though ſevere proof. of diſcipli e ſtill alive 
and till endued with energy in Mag 
College. Had the Hiſtorian been ingenu⸗- 
ous and Chriſtian, had he poſſeſſed even 
the humanity of the Philoſopher, he would 
have ſuffered thoſe - vinditive heartburnings, 
which this ſpirited meaſure” excited In his 
infant boſom, to have been ſoftened down 
by the recollection of the benefits which 
it ultimately produced. He would at a 
more informed period have felt even gra- 
titude to a ſociety, which intercepted him 
in his precipitate career at $0 momentous 
8a Criſis, and compelled ' his friends to 
adopt meaſures better calculated to correct 
| his miſchievous propenſities, and leſs likely 
to terminate in his ruin. Carefully to trea- 
fure up in his mind. for more than- - orty 


years 
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=_ however amiable (if ſuch acts were 


reſolved to open his batteries upon Mag- 


N 


years . imaginary inſult, 16 uſe the 
ſtrength of manhood to revenge the cor- 
rection of infancy, and to aſfault the mo- 
ther who diſgraced him for the beſt proof 
ſhe could give him of her regard, a time- 
ly and determined uſe of ſeverity, betrays 


a heart, however philoſophical, at leaſt un- 


filial and unmanly. To extend hatred to 


all eccleſiaſties, becauſe a clerical ſociety 
had thus corrected him, to revile indiſcri- 


minately both Univerſities, to conternn a 


whole Church foreign as well as national, 
to war with religion itſelf, and ſpeak with 
averſion of its miniſters wherever fituated 


the conſequences of his expulſion from 
Oxford ) will add no dignity to his 'pre- 
ſent or future character. They will only 


ſerve to convince the more liberal part of 
mankind, that there are opaque spots, and 


spots of no common magnitude, even with- 
in the luminous diſc of Gibbon. 
Had the military Hiſtorian, when he 


daleu 


618 | 
dalen College, contented- haraſelf with fair 
ly thundering out the truth, his attack 
would have been feeble however laboured,: 
and however | ardent With the blaze of 
metaphorical phoſphorus. The -| majeſtic 
foppery of the well · turned period could not 
alone have injured the reputation of his 
college, nor have excited indignation 1 in the! 
breaſt of any one who belongs to it. But 
0 little was the attention Which the Au- 
thor paid, during the ſhort als 
refidenge, to collegial « 
preſents, the diſcipline: « 
been ſuch as it never w. ph much 
unlike what it now is. A ay of Foc 
hwrrying;, from Bath to Oxford, 
ford to London, from L i on int B Buck, 
with little or no reſpite 
kgow., ſomething of 5 $t ge- 
Coaches, hips and. borſes, oſtlers ad 
poſtilions, but will not upon any public 
road hear ure pad an exercites, 1 At is. | 
mile | . V 


I 
( ( 7 g ) 

iv a ftrevailin tradition, a a flvin Tyrnour, 
. Aſtant Fort > 10 the: mera I ſteady 
part of ls ce, it Was better known; 

* W t the preſent” moment is chat cuſtom 
* %f clan Continüed, "of the. ceſſation of 
My which! the mcchrate Hktorian has com- 


"A305 


” plaihed.” All * "young: men of three years 
* Nr 18. Whether Gentlemen. Commoners 
58 ent members, who belong to Mag- 
e: a College, are mil e alled upon in their 
turns to diſcharge this uſeful exerciſe, be- 
fore the whole College, immediately after 
* Ur: While the ſociety and tbeir vifit- 
ants are yet fitting at their reſpective ta- 
bles. N either is the Gentleman-common- 
er exempted from any other exerciſe which 
the College requires of its dependent 
members. Plebeian and fatrician ſtudent 
are tubject alike to the literary and religi- 
dus regulations of the houſe, and both are 
den to keep the full Term. 
| After declaring the declamation to 
7. hab become extii ct, Mr. Gibbon adds 


. kat the obvio ious methods 7 lublic e exerc 4/es 
| and 


$a and examinations. are tally. mnknown' in 
Magdalen College. "The, exiſtence of 2 | 
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declamation in its full. force, at once diſ- 
miſſes as untrue the former - part of - this 


| charge. The remaining accuſation that there 
are no fublic examinations, will be best re- 
futed by taking a view of the terminal ex- 


erCiſes of the college as they ſucceed to each 
other. At the end of every term from his 


admiſſion till he takes his firſt degree, every 
individual undergraduate of this college muſt 


appear at a fublic examination. before the 
Preſident, V ice · Preſident, Deans, and what- 


ever Fellows may pleaſe to attend and can- 
not obtain leave to return to his friends in 


any vacation, till he has properly acquitted , 


himſelf according to the following ſcheme. 
In his firft year | he muſt make himſelf 


2 proficient | 


In the firſt 1 in ellas and the 


Characters of T heophraſtus. 


In the ſecond Term, in the firfl ſix 


l of Tir gil's 8 Aneis, and the firſt three 
books of Xenophou's Anabatis. 


In 


ane 


In the third Term, in the. laſt fix 
"PRE of the AFneis, and the laſt four books 
of the Anabaſis. 
In the fourth Term, in the Goſpel: 
| of St. Wathew and St. Mark, on which fa- 
cred books, the perſons, examined are al- 
ways called upon to produce | a collection 
of obſervations from the beſt commentators. 
© - During his ſecond year, the Undergra- 
duate muſt make. himſelf a proficient | 


In the firſt Term, in Czſar's Com- 


mentavies, and the firſt bx books of Ho- 
mer 8 Iliad. 

gy In che 3 Term, in Cicero de 
Oratore, and the ſecond ſix books of the II- 
Iad.. 

4 244 Tor the- third Term, in Cicero de'offi- 
elis cy Dion. Hal. de ſtruQturi Orationis. 
„In the fourth Term, in 'the Goſpels 
of St. Luke and St. John, producing a col- 

lection of obſervations from commentators, 
as at the end of the firſt year. 

During his third year he muſt make 
himſelf a proficient =. 
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In hs frſt Mag, in he firſt fix - 


dooks of Livy, and Xenophon's 8. Oroperdia. . 

at. Ih hc ſecond: Term, in \Xenophon's 8 
Memorabilia, and in Horace's 3 Fpiſtles and 
Art of Poetry 3 1 
| In the third Term, i in | Cicero. * na- f 
turf . and 3 in the firſt, 1 third, eighth, 
tenth, chirteenth, and fourteenth, of Jave-| 
nal's Satires. _ 

In the . Te rm in he firſt 
faur Epiſtles of 1 Paul, Producing col. 
lections as before. 

3 During his Fourth and, lat year be 
mult, | make himſelf "he proficient 


P n 


In the firſt Term, iu the fr fix. 
books, of the ef 0paly "4 eee and in 


4 1 
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Oratians againſt Catiline, and in thoſe. for 

Ligarius and Archias;. and, allo in, thoſe. 

Orations of Demoſthenes, which are .con- 
tained in Mounteney's Edition. 
In the third Term, in the Dia- 

logues of Plato publiſhed 1 Dr Forſter, 
and 


9 


+ 
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ä 9510 the Georgics . of Virgil. 
n In the 6 fourth. Term, in the remain- | 
g ten 'E piltles es of St Paul, and t the Ep pilſ- 
A producing g ons as before... 
Let the reader Carefully weigh in 
his 2 mind the above detail of the 
terminal exerciſes of Mag dalen College, 
and then let Bim 1 if there be ; 
any juſtice or truth in Mr Gibbon's aſſert- 
don that public exerciſes and examinations 
are in this ſociety forall ly unknown, and 
that neither the Prefident nor the ſociety | 
interfere in the private æconom y of the | 
Tutors | and their pupils It may be true 
that the terminal exerciſes, upon their 
preſent plan, may not have been in force 
more than ?hirty years; yet ought a faith - 
ful and accurate Hiſtorian to have been 
appriſed of their exiſtence, and not to 
have faſtened upon the ſociety a calumny 
which (if it was ever applicable) could 
only affect the diſcipline of his own days. 
The above exerciſes are impoſed upon 
every ſtudent, of whatever denomination. 


He 
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bs. has to attend belides, "bs. Tutors 8 
Lecture once a day, and muſt Prodiice 
* theme or declamation once * week 0 
the Dean. 
There is yet remaining a hublic er- 
erciſe, obſerved by the Bachelors of Arts 
previous to the degree of M. A. Every 
candidate for that degree is required by 
the ſtatutes of the Univerſity to read ſix 
Lectures in Natural and Moral Philoſophy | 
in the public ſchools. For time out of 
mind _ theſe Lectures have been unfre- 
quented, and every individual who aſ. 


1 


* 


cends the roſtrum, ſpends Ta major urs 


hire during which he is ſuppoſed to 


read, in filent but vain eden of an . 
audience. To preſerve to this exerciſe its 


original utility, every Bachelor of Arts of 


Magdalen College, . even though he may 


be impeded by a Cure at two. or . &re | 


hondred miles diſtance, 18, previous to his 
Maſter' 5 degree, called upon to read At 
equal number of Lectures, on ſzzparate ; 
days, before the Preſident, * ice · Preſidenit, 


4 
2 Lean, 


* 
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Dean, ond” all " Bachdlors of Arts and 
Under graduates of his Col lege, in the Au- 
tichapel, immediately after Morning Pray- 
ers. Unleſs he complies with this regu- 
lation he cannot be preſented for his de- 
gree. Whenever such Lectures are read, 
it is the busineſs of all the junior part 
of the ſociety to be preſent. | They are 
also required to attend in the same place 
three diſtin Lectures in every term, that 
1s twelve in a year, from three regular 
| Lecturers appointed by the College from 
the body of the Fellows. They receive 
from theſe in turn four annual Lectures 
each, in Natural and 'Moral Philoſophy, 
and. in Divinity. Many excellent Lect- 
* eſpecially | in Divinity, has the Author 

this Vindication there heard, and has 
found himſelf improved by them, at years 
. and i in, a ſtate of mental improvement 
much more advanced than thoſe of the 
h Undergraduate Gibbon. Equal inſtruction 
might have been derived by the Hiſtorian 


from attendance on ſuch occaſions, lid 
: | „ * + : he 
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he not often WORD c in a 5 
When *he ſhould' FRG” Ay to a fc {pg 
The perſons employed in in che readi a of 
theſe Lectures have. generalh 1 Fators 
of the gp: men Who genes! fo teac. 


t ev 1 7 uſeful 


and have taught very 
knowledge men b i pro ly. be 
Henn 23 

ignorant of ſome. Rea ba none 15 
could be defective. in all, according to the 

[ poſi bilities of Mr Gibbo bon's calcula jon. ©. 5 
„ Gibbon Was fourteen "months in 
Oxtbrd, He had in that” time two e 
tors. The firſt be pronountes 7 hs 


T's 


been. one of the beſt b of Fol rhe rn 


» £8), 3 


Nn of His felative. merit. 01 Dr Wit 
degrave the memory is fill "grateful to : 
thoſe that knew him, Even his avſters N 
pupil Mr Gibbon allows, | that he was 
Learned, fiiows, mild, moral and abflemious. 
Then follows the catalogue of his imper- 
fections. His knowledge of the world Was 
confi ned to the Univerſity, Bi learning : 


G 


wat of” the laſt age. The Doctor, it 
ſeems , thought one rage of Chillingworth's | 75 
Religion. of Protestants worth a library 09 
SI divinity. He was one of that order 
of men w hoſe. eyes are dazzled by the 


tight e hy, a man too intelligent 


to be deludec by an ignis fatuus. He diſ- 
approved of Swiſs education. g And what 
man of ſenſe will not as readily diſap- 


48: | 


prove. of the. modern practice of truſting. 
1 den of family and, fe fortune in the 


ii 


ands of Swiſz, preceptors?2 That there” 


8 5 
11 pleat oe i an- ſome uſe in uch 4 
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but every nice. 


2 5 not deni 8 
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to god e and thake e fa br; ic, of 
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t 51 Ten QBs, .. aud io urn! 
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96 ſceptic and abeilt. Can it k be urged that 
5 


| Mr "Gibbon. h1 himſelf x f w. ip, exceptipn _ If 
Tas 
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ke bach contempt. 105 1 ny pe cod 
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405 NY xe turn | to Dr Wald AVE aye, an and 
hs, 4mperte ections. I aculties were not 


of 
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of the frſt rate, that is, he deſpised Sw;/: . | 
&1'nitvy. He was ſatisfied like his fellow; _ 
w-//h the fight and ſuperficial diſcharge of... 


an in hortant laſh. Of what tak 7 


inſtructing Mr Gibbon. Was it wonder“ 
that any man, eſpecially a ſcholar, ſho 
be disinclined to the laborious taſk of c 
ducting a reader of Phædrus through e. 
labyrinths of literature 1 The patience of 
the Doctor, his good temper and — 


ſcenſion muſt have been of the fineſt - . 


quality, to have ſubmitted for the fake. of © 
725 remuneration to read Terence With. ; 

a ſchool-boy 80 miſerably deficient, It was: 
all he could perform; and if the ſum of 
Mr Gibbon' 8 improvement under him be 


4 


| confined to three or four Latin flays, he 


cannot with any juſtice blame either the 
Univerſity or Dr Waldegrave. . 

But let us examine the matter more 
accurately. Mr Gibbon entered the Uni- 
verſity early in April 17 52. As Eaſter day. 
fl! in that year on the 29th of March, 
he muſt have entered in the V acation fol-, 

anon Us eee lowing 
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lowing, and we can hardly ſuppoſe that 
the young men could be returned from 


their friends to their Tutor ſo as to com- 


mence lecture before April 15th. From 
that time to the ſummer vacation is three 
calendar months, or about 13 weeks. If 
we deduct the ſhort Whitſun-tide vacation 
which happened in the interval, we find 
that ten weeks will compriſe the whole 
of Mr Gibbon's attendance upon the Lect- 
ures of Dr Waldegrave. For he tells us 
that during his abſence in the ſummer 
vacation, the Doctor accepted a College 
living, and en my return, ſays he, I no 
longer found him in Oxford. His other 
Tutor he never attended at all. To Dr 
Waldegrave alone then he was indebted 
for the three or four Latin plays which 
he read while at Oxford, and these muſt 
have been all read in the ſpace of ten 
weeks. Four plays conſiſt of twenty acts, 
Two acts therefore of Terence muſt 
have been read per week by Mr Gibbon 
in his Tutor's apartment. Now if we 
ih Eg remember 


i 
1 


( 24 ) 


remember that the academical week never 
exceeds five days, and that Mr Gibbon 
made many excurfions, and framed many 
apologies for abſence, one of theſe two 
important concluſions muſt follow; he has 
either given us an exaggerated account of 
his pr oficiency, or Dr Waldegrave per- 
formed wonders. With ſuch. a pupil, a 
pupil who acknowledges lazineſs and indiſ- 
off tion, who could have done more? It 
is almoſt paſt credit that he ſhould bave 
been able to effect ſo much. 12 

It ſeems neceſsary here to remark, 
that when young men appear in an Eng- 
Iſh Univerſity, it is prelumed that they 


4 


are in the habit of application, and are 
old enough to continue their ſtudies with- 
out compuliion, actuated by a knowledge | 
of the expedience of reſearch and a de- 
Gre to comply with the wiſhes of their 
friends. Their attendauce upon their 
1 utor continues for an hour only in 
ev ery day; the time of their abſence 18 


the icason in which they are to prepare 
oo _ e themſelves 


( 25 ) 


them elves . next Ledlure Mr 
Gibbon at ſuch times ought to have becn 
ſtudying, Ter ence, and to. have himſelf 
mluſtrated that elegant claſsic y compuari- 
fon with ancient "6 modern theatres in 
his cloſet. If only a dry and literal in- 
ter firetation of th? Author” s text filled up 
the whole hour, of his Lecture, it ſo 
happened, becauſe the pupil had not 
looked at the book till the 'Þ utor open- 
ed it, and was only able to ſpell when 
he ought to have read off his leſson 
with fluency. The ſmall ſalary which 
a college Tutor receives for his trouble, 
is doubly earned by a ſingle hour of 
fach daily perplexity. If Mr Gibbon 
was ſo puny a ſcholar, that he was of 
neceſsity inactive as soon as his Tutor 
quitted the leading ſtring, he ſhould, as 
we have before obſerved, have been 
furniſhed. with a dr „nurse or pæda- 
gogue. 

In vindication of the perſon who 
fucceeded Dr Waldegrave in the care 


of Mr Gibbon, it is impobeible to say 
any thing. His name being ſuppreſsed, 
leaves it doubtful at whom the writer 
levels his cenſure, and juſtifies the con- 
eluſion, that when he wrote that char- 
acter he felt himſelf to be penning a 
libel. He was perhaps conſeious that he 
had overſtrained the truth, as he did, in 
another inſtance, when he aſserted that 
as a gentleman-commoner he was per- 
mitted to aſsociate with the Fellows—a 
cuſtom which never exiſted. That ſuch 
a character as he has drawn, might not 
have been found in the Univerſity, few 
will be so bold as to maintain; that any 
one, preciſely | of that deſcription, was 
appointed to the office of a Tutor in 
Magdalen College and tolerated in it, 
may be doubted, It is not impoſsible, 
it is highly improbable. In every ſoci- 
ety are to be found characters unworthy 
of it; characters that are useleſs, and 
sometimes characters that are vicious. A 


College, whatever qualifications it may 
inſiſt 


"= ty 


(#37 


infſt upon in thoſe whom it elects into 
its vacancies, - will always acquire and al- 
ways wear the ſame variety of appearance 
as the world at large, It will compre- 
hend the ſportſman, the jockey, the to- 
per, the quid-nune, the idler, and the 
petit-maitre,- as well as the | ſtudent, so 
long as the diſpoſitions and deſires of 
men are different. We may diſcover in 
every department of life this mixture of 
the worthy and the unworthy, the 
weighty and the frivolous, the learned 
and the empty. Such being the motley 
complexion of human ſociety, whether 
viewed as a whole or contemplated in 
parts, it would be extremely unjuſt to 
judge of the whole of any profeſsion or 
ſeminary by a particular ſample. Far be 
it from me or from any faithful Hiſto- 
rian, ſays Mr Gibbon ( ſpeaking of the 
_ Univerſities in his Vindication ) 0 im- 
frute to reſectable ſocieties the faults of 
fome individual members. And yet has 
this very Hiſtorian indiſcriminately inclu- 


| ded 
＋ p. 602. 
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ded, all perſons, n ot only of his own 
college and Univerſuy, büt of Cambridge 
ag well as Oxford, in the ſame” prag 
— manifeſſo of incapadity. The 
members of Magdalen College are mont 
(it was well he did ncdt ſtile them 
monkeys) and if he enquires into the 
| rganufactures of theſe: monks, : "nay 2 if 2 he 
extends the enquiry to other colleges 'of 
Oxford or Cambridge, a flent bluſh or 
a, ſcornfull frown is the only reply. 
He has heard of nothing performed by 
the monks of any college. May not the 
ſilent bluſh and ſcornful frown, ſteal ' over 
the cheek and dwell upon the brow of 
theſe ſocieties | in return, when they re- 
flect that the ſelf-ſufficient Hiſtorian - was 
50 abſorbed in writing his own vain 
Memoirs, as to be ignorant of all their 
performances? Who, has peopled the page 
of the Reviewer? Shines the Author of 
the Decline and F. all alone in the fitm- 
ament of criticiſm? May it not boaſt of 
many a luminary of Oxonian and Cant- 
abrigian 
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abrig an origin, whoſe brightneſs ſuffers 
no diminution by the proximity. of the 
Hiſtoric star? May it not maintain that 
while the ſteady and pure beam of a 
hoſt of uſeful planets is their's, his an 
is the peſtilential glare of the comet? 
Die fellows, or '' monks "of my time 
( 15 Hiſtorian is ſtill ſpeaking of Mag- 
dalen College) were decent easy men who 
* enjoyed the gifts of their Found. 
From the toil of reading, or thinking, 
or rating,” they' had abſolved leit con- 
ſcience... Not to inſiſt upon the | ijuſtice 
of | this! aſſertion by producing every inſt 
ance which may ſerve to diſprove the 
ruth of it, it ſhall only be obſer ved, tliat 
Oe of abe decent, eaty and ſupine bus 
4 zed by Mr Gibbon *'for” their 
denen 0d averſion to n ee 


bella Biſhopi re hs aan Dr. Horne. 
{The 1 een catalogue of the wri- 


tings. 0 this very idle monk of Magdalen 
eee. Which * at the end of 


* | Jones's 


Ferre recusarent, with the in; 


. 


1300 


Jones's life of him, contains one and thirty 
diſtinct publications, beſides a variety of 
inferiot pieces. The firſt of these pub- 
lications made its appearance in 1751, and 
as Mr Gibbon did not enter the Univerſity 
till April 1752, he could not have been 
ignorant that there was at leaſt one { ſplen- 
did inſtanec to confute his aſſertiorn. 
Vere it neceſſary to attempt a refut- 

f the charge of indolence as it 
affects the, reſt of the Univerſity, by call 
ing mind W 8 ſiudions © con emp 


writer, wand Ark. 7 


* 


: at Gibbon, _) hit | are oa "fits us : 
confi Ie: r him as the publiſher of a Hebrew 
Bible, which gives us at one view all the 
various readings of nearly ſeven handred 
Manuſcripts and Editions, preſerved” in all 
quarters of the world, and what are the 
{ix quartos of Gibbon, and all the re- 
ſearches which: 2 them ? Can they 
boaſt of being the „dees of more 
labour 3 and induſtry ? can they claim the 
palm for ſuperior utility ? No- while the 
Colossus Kennicott literally beftri des the 
world, it is the inferior lot of Mr "Gibbon 
to be great it, t only among us petty men, who 
„Walk under his huge legs, and peep about 
20 find cn ſelyes diſhoporable 8 |. | 
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mitted ic tom Mr Gibbon, erroneously ) t 
ile ſociety off the fellows, and fondly e. 
Hected that ſome | queſtions' of literature 
- would; be: the. amuſing: and infirufing. tanie: 
90 their diſcourſe. If admitted, he was, ad- 
tted by favour only, and was not 1 
hap conſequence as to be  cutitled, to. 
| T8417 | | | m— 5 


in 


Ts 


e that room, with ah 8 
of Which he was 80 much diſappointed. 
But, if admitted, ought he not to have 
known, that queſtions. of. literature are ſel- 
dom made the ſubject « of diſcourse in any 


circle of . recreation. Would not the ſtu- 


dent who ſhould attem pt to introduce a 
critical diſcuſſion of any kind, among the 
mixed company of a common-room, in the 
hour of free converſation, deſervedly be 
ridiculed for a proof so ill-timed of his 
ſelf· ſufficieney? At ſuch a ſeason let F el- 
lows of Colleges be permitted to dif- 5 
courſe upon indifferent ſubjects, without 

the unmanly and unmannerly irmputation 
of being abſorbed in fort and prejudice, 
and let the fountain of eruditien be ſeal- 
ed, or only referred to as modeſty and 


the occaſion may warrant. IF. converſation 
chance to light upon the trite topics of 
college buſineſs and folitres, if it even 


deſcend to er ſonal anec dore and rr 


"ſcandal, the ichool-boy indulged with a 


feat for the day, ought not to be angry 


33) 


that no mention is made of Phædrus r 
Cornelius Nees, nor. ſheuld the: accom- 
pliſhed Hiſtorian be offended, that he> * 


no room for a quotation from Baronius 
or Dilamant. Whatever the juvenile taſto 


of. Mr Gibbon: might diſdain in the con- 


verſation of that room, it was, at- the 
a enkiyen | An the ner and good 


od: to have been, Pages 3 to by" 


Lowth, then in the zenith of his abili- 
ties. Can it be ſuppoſed that the one 


entered it to pick up hints for his Com- 
mentary. on the Psalms.? or the other to 


gather materials for his H ebrew, Præ- 
. 2 | 
- Whatever Mr Gibbon may An 
haſtily aſſerted againſt Magdalen College, 
it is ſuſſiciently clear from his Memoirs, 
that the thought of having been expelled 
from it ſat heavy on lis ſoul, and was 
ever confidered by him as an infurmounta- 
ble ee Tan is particularly evident 

| when 


1 


cl 


when * declares of Mr Locke, The 
/hilofopher deſuised the academical bigets 
who | exfielled is gerſon and condemned 
Vis principles . Here he ſuppoſes his 
reader will ſuffer him- to eſcape from im- 
putation, by allowing the two caſes of 
Locke and Gibbon to be parallel. But no- 
thing parallel is to be found in them. Mr 
Locke was removed from his ſtudentſhip 
of Chriſt Church upon a «ſuppoſition. of 
factious and diſſoyal behaviour. Mr Gib- 
bon was repulsed frem Magdalen College, 
for his irregularities aud extravagances. 
Mr Locke was diſmiſſed, not by the 
academical bigots (a term which in Mr 
| Gibbon's vocabulary ſignifies the Univer- 
Sity) but by a ſpecial order of King 
Charles II, as Viſitor of the College. 
His majeſty, at the inftigation of Charles 
Earl of Middleton, Secretary of State, 
applied to Dr Fell, then Dean of Chriſt 
Church, and enforced his expulſion, by 
if expreſſing aſtoniſhment that Locke ſhould: 
. be ſoffered to retain any place of profit 
l! Ce WORE "hs 
* ＋ P. 34. 
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in that Society, The philoſopher then 
was expelled by the King, and not by 
his College; a conecluſion eafi ly to be 
maintained, when we remelnber that the 
college afterwards offered to admit him 7 
again as a ſupernumerary ſtudent, the 
vacancy occaſioned by his diſmiſſion hav- 
ing been filled up. Mr Gibbon, on the 
contrary, was not a martyr of party, he- 
was expelled for indiſeretions by the 
Univerſity itſelf, by Magdalen College 
and therefore they are acadmical bigots,* 
to be dgſnited by every hiloſohlier. ; 
Let us now quit Magdalen College 
that we may beſtow a few comments 
on a general charge of the Hiſtorian,” 
which affects all parts of the Univerſity 
alike. In the Univerſity of Oxford, ſays 
Mr Gibbon, the greater part of the Hub- 
lic Profeſſors have for tuese many years. 
given u altogether even the hiretence of 
teaching. Let us reply with all poſſible 
nicety to this formidable accuſation. There 
are in the Univerfity of Oxford 7wenzy- 
Profeſſorſhips. 


attended, them. The. Matgaret Profeſſor. 


i} 


@ 36 )) 
They, all be at men 


tioned in hai turns, and some agcoum. 
ſhall be given of the duties performed. 
by each Profeſſor. 
of, Divinity. —reads his Lectures regularly, . 
and (if, the Author mistakes not. ) no. 
young man Can take., orders, in che d. 


The Regius Profeſſor 


Oxford without | 
the; Biſhop 2 certificate of his baving- 


of Divinity reads a, public Lecture once 


in exery term. The Regia Profeſſor of. 
: Hebrew, the 


Frælector in, A y,. the 
Vinerian Profeſſor/ and the Prazleftor * 
Chemiſtry read on certain days of every 
week during term. The Regius Profeſſor 
of. Modern Hiſtory, does the. ſame, gi ving. 
'without interruption.” both public and pri- 
vate Lectures, in perſon for the moſt 
part, and by ſubſtitute when his i impair ed 
health confines. him at home. The Pro- 


feſſor of Geometry—reads. in like manner, 


by self or deputy. The Profeſſor of 


Ane, both in that capacity, and as 
Profeſſor 


a t H * 


Profeſot of Natural Hiftory, delivers reg- 
ularly Lectures deſervedly popular and 
much frequented. The late noble but 
unfortunate Profeſſor of Civil Law, began 
his office with reading Lectures, and 
only deſiſted for want of an audience. 


The prefent, newly appointed, (the 


Author has heard it from the firft auth- 
ority) means to read. The late Profeſſor 
of Botatiy—aid read, but Botany not be- 
irg much in faſſion among the younger 
members of either Univerſity, He, for 
want öf pu pilz employed the latter ary 
of his life in collecting materials A 


Flora Grizca, | the probable ; utility © 
which cannot be diſputed. Dying in con- 


ſetquece of a diſforder contracted in 
*Greece, "ke bequeathed his work for com- 


pletion to his able friend Dr Wenman, | 


then Profeſſor of Civil Law, but wo 
Was 0 
in the rivor Cherwell. The Profeſſor of | 
Poetry —rrads a public Lecture once in 


very term. The Profeſſor of Muſic— 


gives 


afterwards drowned by accident 


( 35 ) 
gives alſo a public Leclure in each term. 
The Anglo-Saxon Profeſſor—commences 
lecture- reading in the courſe of the next 
year, and the appointment being a new 
one, there cannot yet have been any 
omiſſion in its duties. 125 

If the reader will be at pains to 
compute the number of Profeſſors Who, 
according to the above ſtatement, oannot 
be accuſed of any neglect, he will find 
that ieen out of 7wenty are clearly 
 exculpated from Mr Gibbon's- charge, The 
remaining fve may poſlibly read their 
Lectures as punctually, the Author of this 
Vindication being unable to make any re- 
port of them, for want of knowledge 
reſpecting them. Mr Gibbon himſelf has 
informed us, that Sir William Scott, when 
Camden 's* Profeſſor of Hiſtory, wrote at 
leaſt, and therefore probably read, Lect- 
ures on Hiſtory, which 1 am aſſured, ſays 
he, would comliote, were they given to tlie 
frublic, a moſt valuable treatise. This 
. no one will be diſposed to queſt- 


ion, 


{ | 


1 
: ( "MF 
ien, no! nor will any one deny that Warton, 
* the © late | Poet-Laureat, if he read not his 
Tectires, SS, - filled. the Same office with emi- 
, Dent alility, "as the Author of the Hiſtory 
11 T A 
'octr | N othing however is here 
in at of the omiſſion of 


"of 
1 nin frag, * or to diſguise} the evident 
= e ecedent vo this kind, to 
25 e. the Pro ellorthip” to bie it belongs 
mere. finedure. | Arch biſhop. Ln 


eg e abic "tm „Br „White, whether he 
d Lectures in Nr ic or not, has abl 


1 


1 0 51 71 unde 2 
8 W rthy. 0 ,of | the e office he holds, au of 


. e Which can be annexed * to it, 
| r the 


1 ar of Learning , and of that. relig- 


e by his Hampton Leures, that he | 
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Gibbon's ungenerous declaration, and when 
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( 40 ) 


+ reply that it is untrue. We bare ſeen 


that by far the greater fart, a majority 
which ncarly amounts to all, cannot fair- 


031 


1y be impeached of wilful omiſſion, or of 


any the ſlighteſt neglect. The places then 
are not LY uſeleſs, pry, to Mr 


he argues, uppen them ſuch, chat they 
ought without delay to be aboliſhed, he 
adopts thoſe Gallic principles, which he 
has always ſense enough to abhor, bet 
when ff peaking | of the Vaiverſity | 


Church. If the mere plea of RAT 


were admitted as ſufficient cauſe of depriv- | 
ation, eſtates and offices would ſoon be i in 
a ſtate of continual transfer at the will of 
the factious and diſſatisfied, | and ſociety 
would be a mere whirlpool of revolu- 


tion. The offices and hg” of the 


Profeſſors indeed, 80 far from being uſe- 


leſs, if carefully examined, are found to 
be conferred on perſons who, for the moſt 
part, conſcientiouſly diſcharge | the duties 
of their ſituation, and are deſerving of 


5 the 


1 
the ſtations which they fill. 


The purpoſe of this ſhort Vindica- 
tion, has been only to expoſe the fla- 


grant injuſtice of Mr Gibbon, so far as 
relates to the Univerſity of Oxford and 


Magdalen College. His aſperſions, as 


they affect the Church in general, the 


Author leaves o be refuted by ſome 


more able hand. He cannot, however, 


help ' obſerving, that the favourite re- 


proaches with which the literary Major 
loads his bouncing hiſtorical fuſee, when 


he means to let fly at the Church, are 
ſuperſtition, ignorance, and prejudice. If 
by the firſt he means religion, the 
Church may thank him for a compliment. | 
The two laft, if he conſiders the Chriſt- . 


ian religion as ſuperſtition, he firmly faſt- 


ens upon himſelf, He once rejoices + 


that the hands of the prieſthood are 
diſarmed from the powers of perſecution. 
Were. he, ſtill living, the Author of theſe 
pages would propoſe to him an hiſtorical 
diſcuſſion of two very important queſtions. 


TP 153. 
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Who kindled.tthe Ghaget in, days f yore? 
Was it not the Paltiſis And, who ſet the 
a to work in modern times? Was 


it ngt, the Pſilſasers, Wat connection 
has the-Chprch, of England With, either 


Leſs than Mr. Gibbon... himfelf—ai 


pne can accuſe him of. being, wache fehlt | 


| r much 4 Hahilgſoſiler. nn nach — 


It, . ſhall, guly be.,.gbſerved,,..jn 


Aldi, to * what has been ſaid, that 


the Hiſlorian has in theſe Memoirs. fully 


| proyed his title (to. the character which 


Meuſelius has. given him, When, he ſays 


that in every, part of his work. (paſsim) 


are to be fou ad Auiſiro diata at veritati non 
ſatis canſentaneg. To Truth, indeed, in 


K whatever acceptation, his 9 Hoes | 


not appear to be very ſtrong· „til « 


And what is truth ?' twas Filate'squeſtion put 
+ To truth itſelf, that deign d him "116 reply. 


And wherefore | + — not Gba impart his light 


K To them t that atk it Piech tis his j Joys 


His gory, and big vatyre. to impart, & 
But 
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But ty the Provg, 3 upcagdid, nicer 
Wa negligent enquirer, not- a park - 
What's that which brings 5 _ 


LR book | 3 
| And * 5 1 writes it Frags gk , 
Miſe | be neat, 5 2 Mn - 041 


The. derbe clear,; and argument act ds 
That makes) a miniſter in holy things 


The joy of many and the dread of more ? 
What pearl *i is it chat rich men * eatnot. 


I * \ * 
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That learging is 5 top proud. to gather, up 
But which the Rn and the deipiſed / of 


771 all 5 5 „ 2 BF 12 TY *'S 


Seck and "oO and ofteh 010 aGukhe 
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| Tell me, and 1 I will dell . thee 1 WP, is 


truth * * - 5 . . 5 a - "0 » 5 >. 
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21 a Taſk of Mr: Dla a e e which 
probably was written. With. direct alluſion, 
to Mr Gibbon and his works, ſhall this 

? ſhort 
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Mort N be cloſed. Adieu to the 
vain. Memoirs of the philoſophical repre- 
ſentative of Lymington; a borough hich 
(if we conſider the affair of Brothers) 
has had the ſingular fortune of returning 

to the Britiſh Senate, in the ſame cen- 
tury, and almoſt in the ſame ſeſſion, 
the moſt. ſceptical and the moſt creduloui 
of its members. Of Mr Geſner the 
Hiſtorian has farcaſtically obſerved, when: 
J asked : his froher direction, the vain 
eld man o ẽ,,᷑Z half a ſheet of © paper 
(i. e. filled half a dozen lines) with the 
fooliſh enume#ation of his titles and. offices. 
How much leſs excuſable the vain- glory 
of Gibbon, who without the plea of age 
to excuſe him, wrote fix treatiſes of his 
own military and hiſtorical exploits, retail-. 
ed every little flattery which had been 
offered him, without ſubtracting for adula- 
tion and exceffive compliment, and' filled 
a quarto of 185 pages, with the hiſtory 
Feet fe. _ _— 


. % „ » 
* * 
o 9 1 
- * \ og 
. 
G o 
+4 
* * *# + 
- " 
© 1 
" * 
- * 8 * 
* . * - 
5 1 * 4 * 4 
8. ; | | 
4 \ * 
6 8 
. * 4 575 
f — 
. - „ 
4 * 
. 
. . 
+. 
* 25 1 
* 2 . 
o 
- 
o 7 0 
- = 
. 
5 . 
* F 
* , ; 
0 * 
: b 
- » . 
* A 
* * * 
* 1 2 
* 
: * 
” 
„ 
* 
- * 5 
* - 
* - 
- 
.* 
7 . 
- 
* 
. . 
„ 
i 98 
* 
4 £ . , 
V * 
— 
4 
F * 
= y x 
- , i 
. — 
. 
* 
; " 
— * 
- 
# . 
* * 
. bed . 
A. . 
* * 
* * 4 
. * 
- 
* * 
-%, 
2 . 
. 
» 
x - 
} 0 - 
. 
* 
Cu 
* 
- 
* 
. - 
, 
* 
- 
* 
6 bu 
F 5 
- 
* 
. 
L ' — 
- - A 
0 
0 
pay . 


— 
. 
— 
* * A - 
— = 4 
> * * * 
» * 
4 
. 
— 
— > 
9 * 
* 
* 
8 2 
* 1 
* of — 
« 
__ o 
# 
* * 
—— 
ad . 
5 
. 1 
. 
N * 
* 
* 
— 
. 
. 
* 
. 
9 "+ 
K is - o 
* 
Y i 5 95 
1 ©, 
4 N * 
# 
# * 
= ; * 
* 
; . 
* 
. 
4 * 
* - * EO 
—. 
- 
* 
* 
* 
. 
= - 
- ” * 1 
o 
. 
. 
. . 
*. 
* 
* 
| 
* 
” 
- 
7 * 
„ . 
9 * 
» 
. « 
* 
f 1 
d " 
by n 
& + 
* 
. 
* 
4 X 
* * o 4 8 
« x 
* 
. > ” 


